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FYI, Dean Hardy makes a good map! 



Dissertation Research 
-18th-century natural history, William 
Bartram 
-Contemporary conflicts, conservation, 
and regulation 
 



Political Ecology Governmentality 
 

Environmental Justice 
 

Research Paradigm Social Natures Research 
Questions the possibility of 
separating the social and the 
natural in thought or practice 

Nature is inescapably social 

The habit of taking nature in 
itself perpetuates power and 
inequality in the wider world 

Challenges common-sense 
division between nature-
society 

 Challenges 

1. Facts of environment 
never speak for 
themselves 

2. Statements about 
nature say a lot about 
who we are 

3. Claims about nature 
serve as instruments 
of power 



Water Woes Exacerbated by Climate Change 

Days per year with peak temperature over 90ºF is expected to rise significantly 
 

Water Supply Program 
$300million in state financing 
for water supply projects; 
e.g, Hard Labor Creek 
Reservoir 
 
SB 213  
“stream flow augmentation” 
or Aquifer Storage and 
Recovery projects 
  

According to Seager et al (2009), the 2005-2008 drought cannot be definitively 
accounted for as an effect of anthropogenic climate change.  

Nonetheless, scenarios for the southeastern U.S. according to the IPCC (2007) 
include considerably heightened stresses on water resources in the region 

Periods of drought consistent with historical models will have considerably greater 
impacts on communities and water resources in the region.  



Neoliberalism 
-Restructuring of the world to facilitate the 
spread of free-markets 
-Deregulation 
-Devolution of regulatory work to the market 
and private actors 

The Triple Win 
-Environmental problems as opportunities for profit and economic growth 
-Nature protected through investment and consumption  
-Conservation can be achieved without addressing difficult and systemic 
inequities and power relationships that are inextricably linked to so many of our 
global environmental problems today 

 

Questions the working model 

Conservation as a bulwark 
against neoliberalism, protecting 
the planet from the advance of 
freemarket capitalism 

 



Cultural Politics of Race and Nature 
Difference is made and unmade in a way 
complicit with natures and environments; 
natural facts of environment are already 
deeply racialized 
 
Wilderness is infused with racialized notions 
of purity and pollution; implicated in the 
reproduction of racial difference and class 
privilege; Race, nature, and whiteness work 
together in specific confluences 
  
 

Environmental Justice and Racism 

Relationship between marginalized groups and 
mainstream environmentalism 

Limited participation of nonwhites in 
environmental affairs 

Bias in environmental policy; disproportionate 
exposure of nonwhites to pollution 

“That’s such a white thing.” 



Thanks! 
Georgia River Network 
Georgia River Survey 
Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council 
of Canada 
Dean Hardy 
Melissa Hovanes 
Jesslyn Shields 
Ben Emanuel 
Bryan Nuse 
 
 

Conclusion 

1. Can we work toward alternate 
environmental futures without the model 
challenged by the critique of 
neoliberalization of conservation? 

2. Can we challenge ourselves to imagine 
connecting with rivers that also works on 
our connections to each other across race 
and class divisions in our society? 
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